Comments from Terry Crowningshield,  ELCS Art Teacher

What did you learn from the project?   I learned a lot about the science of nature that I hadn’t really known about before, or really actually thought about before the project. I also learned, as a teacher, how to be even more organized and adaptable in terms of working with children who are at different levels and using a wide variety of materials, media, and idea concepts.


What value did the project have to your students?  Although they may not have realized it at the time, I believe the project opened their eyes to the knowledge that their education can most definitely extend beyond that of the everyday classroom, particularly in terms of exploration and creativity. And, even though they may not have been overly excited about learning about pine needle patterns or salt stains, they still absorbed the knowledge and gained from that overall experience, an experience they would not have had from a chair in a classroom.

What does the next school that does this project need to know? (about any aspect--concept, logistics, scheduling, students...)   Be ready to be flexible, patient and a bit overwhelmed at times, but also know that the end result is totally worth the effort! 


Would you repeat this project?  Definitely!  Initially, I was extremely unsure as how I was going to handle the individual student groups and their use of media for the three different projects, but as we moved through the process and the students selected the media for their solutions, everything fell into place and worked out perfectly.

What would you do differently if you repeated the project?  Probably spend a bit more time with the students on the final evaluation process, particularly in terms of group discussions, peer conferencing, and general feedback / comments. 

Any other comments?   The entire project was definitely a learning experience for me as an educator. I found it to be challenging, engaging, and fun; while at the same time pushing me to be at my best.  Any experience that opens doors and shows the world to students is an experience worth the effort, and this experience truly was worth it! 

